


Obesity Trends* Among U.S. Adults
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Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, CDC.

Trends Among U.S. Children and Adolescents
Are Also Troubling
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Obesity Trends* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS, 2006
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Medical Costs of Overweight and Obesity

Medical Costs, OVenNeig_ht and Obesity
by Insurance Category Obesity
Billions of 1998 US $
Out-of-pocket 128 6.9
Private 281 16.1
Medicaid 141 10.7
Medicare 235 138
Total 85 41.5

Source: Finkelstein et al. (2003 Health Affairs, 22, 219-226).

Morbidity and Mortality Effects Are Large
and Increasing

Gregg and Guralnik (JAMA, 2007, Vol 298, No. 17)
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Have Some Agricultural Policies
Contributed to the Problem?

e There Is an Increasing Imbalance between
Caloric Intake and Caloric Expenditure
e Are Certain High-Calorie Foods Made
Significantly Cheap by Particular Agricultural
Policies?
— If so, which foods, and which policies are
responsible?

— If these policies were changed, what would be the
implications for food prices, and perhaps nutrition
outcomes?

Vosti et al., UCD/AIC/ARE

Types and Magnitudes of U.S. Agricultural

Policy Outlays
USDA Program Outlays
in 2006
billions of 2006
U.S. dollars
- Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services 52.5
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services (mainly 26.1
farm commodity programs)
Natural Resources and Environment 83
Marketing and Regulatory Programs 27
Research, Education and Economics (mainly ag. 2.6
R&D)
Rural Development 25
Food Safety 0.8
Other 0.6
TOTAL 96.1

Source: USDA FY 2008 Budget Vosti et al., UCD/AIC/ARE
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