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Context

Research on Agricultural Pelicy and Obesity
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A Cooperative Agreement, ERS
A September 2005 i May 2007

A USDA-NRI Project (CSREES # 2006-55215-16720)
A June 2006 i May 2009

Collaboraters
A UCD ARE -- Dan Sumner, Steve Vosti
A UCD Nutrition -- Lucia Kaiser, Marilyn Townsend
A ISU Economics -- Helen Jensen, John Beghin
A Graduate Students

ISsues and Scope
A Farm Subsidies
A Agricultural R&D

A Food & Nutrition Programs (WIC, Food Stamps)



Motivation

0 One common and increasingly widespread Idea Is that
farm subsidies contribute significantly. to ebesity and
reducing these subsidies would go a long to selving the
problem (e.q., NYT, 2003, Michael Pollan):

nN{'Qur-j-frcoeafpar m - -policy comes at
costs Including] the obesity epidemic at home I which most
researchers date to the mid-70s, just when we switched to a
f-farim- pol-icy ~consecrated to the

O This view has become accepted as a fact, in spite of
A No real evidence presented
A Questions about the nature of effects
A Grounds for skepticism about the size of effects



