


I
n order to make sound decisions 

concerning the future of Iowa lakes, 

it is important to understand how 

the lakes are used, as well as what factors 

infl uence your selection of lakes to visit. 

The answers you give to the questions in 

this survey are very important. Even if you 

have not visited any lakes in Iowa, please 

complete and return the questionnaire. 

It is critical for us to understand the 

characteristics and views of both those who 

use and those who do not use the lakes.
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In this fi rst section, we would like to fi nd out which of the lakes on the 

enclosed map you visited and what you did there.

1. Please indicate which of the following is true for your household by checking the 
appropriate box.

  I have visited or plan to visit at least one of the lakes shown on the enclosed map this   
 year (January-December 2009). If you check this box, please proceed to the table starting below. 

  I have not visited nor do I plan to visit any of the lakes shown on the enclosed map   
 this year. If you check this box please proceed to question 3.

Please indicate how often you or other members of your household visited each of 
the lakes listed in the table below and following on pages 4-6 during the current year 
(January-December 2009.)
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2. This year (January-December 2009), what activities did you or members of your household participate in, 
or do you plan to participate in, during your lake visits?

Boating Sailing Swimming and beach use

Camping Canoeing Hiking/biking

Fishing Picnicking Sight-seeing/tour boats

Hunting Nature appreciation/wildlife viewing Other_____________________________

Jet-skiing Snowmobiling and other winter recreation

3.  Please indicate how often you or other members of your household visited lakes or rivers in each of the 
following locations this year. 

4. This year (January-December 2009), did you or members of your household visit a river or stream, or do 
you plan to visit a river or stream, in Iowa (including the border rivers)?

  Yes    No

Lakes in Illinois

Lakes in Minnesota

Lakes in Missouri

Lakes in Nebraska

Lakes in South Dakota

Lakes in Wisconsin

The Missouri River

The Mississippi River

  
Single-day trips Overnight trips

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)

#_____(trips) #_____(trips)
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photograph showing 
water color and clarity

1/8 1/23/81/40 miles photograph showing 
water color and clarity

milesphotograph showing 
water color and clarity

1/8 3/1/40photograph showing 
water color and clarity

           Lake A              Lake B

White Bass
42%

Walleye 10%

Northern Pike
10%

Largemouth 
Bass
15%

Black 
Crappie

18%

Channel Catfish 2%
Carp 3%

White Bass
74%

Channel Catfish 3%Walleye 4%

Black
Crappie

14%
Carp
5%

In the following section, we ask you to consider a typical Iowa lake. We describe 

the lake in one of two possible conditions and ask you to indicate which set of 

conditions you prefer. Please read this information carefully before answering the 

questions that follow.

The quality of a lake can be described in many ways. One measure of water quality is the clarity of the lake 
water. Water clarity is usually described in terms of how far down into the water an object remains visible. 
For example, a clarity of between 3 and 10 feet means that objects are clearly visible down to a depth of 3 to 
10 feet.

Another measure of water quality is the amount of nutrients and other contaminants contained in the 
water. Water degradation can result from a number of sources, including urban runoff, fertilizer used 
in agriculture, motor vehicles, and others. Nutrients can result in algae blooms in a lake. Under some 
circumstances these blooms can be a health concern, causing skin rashes and allergic reactions. 

The overall quality of the water can affect other conditions of the lake. Poor water quality can result in 
undesirable color and odor to the lake water. In addition, the quality of water affects the variety and quantity 
of fi sh in the lake.

Consider the following two lakes (Lake A and Lake B). Each lake has the same shape, but the lakes differ in 
terms of water quality and the distance each lake is from your home. Finally, in some cases, the lakes have 
an entrance fee.

Lake A Lake B
Water clarity Objects distinguishable 3 to 10 feet 

under water
Objects distinguishable 8 to 10 feet 
under water

Algae blooms 1 to 3 per year Rarely more than 1 per year

Water color Bluish to greenish brown Blue

Water odor Mild to occasionally strong Usually fresh

Bacteria Possible short-term swim advisories Rare swim advisories (most years 
none)

Fish Good diversity Excellent diversity and abundant 
populations

Distance from your home <<DA>> miles <<DB>> miles
Entrance fee $<<CA>> $<<CB>>
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photograph showing 
water color and clarity

1/8 1/23/81/40 miles photograph showing
water color and clarity

milesphotograph showing 
water color and clarity

1/8 3/1/40photograph showing 
water color and clarity

           Lake C              Lake D

White Bass
42%

Walleye 10%

Northern Pike
10%

Largemouth 
Bass
15%

Black 
Crappie

18%

Channel Catfish 2%
Carp 3%

White Bass
74%

Channel Catfish 3%Walleye 4%

Black
Crappie

14%
Carp
5%

5. Assume that you have to choose between visiting one of the two lakes described on the previous 
page. What are the chances in percentage terms that you would choose to visit Lake A rather than 
Lake B? The chance of each alternative should be a number between 0 and 100 and the chances 
given to the two alternatives should add up to 100. For example, if you give a 5% chance to one 
alternative it means that there is almost no possibility that you will choose that alternative. On 
the other hand, if you give an 80% or higher chance to an alternative it means that almost surely 
you would choose it.

  Lake A chance:  ______

  Lake B chance: +______
    100%

Now we would like you to consider another set of lake possibilities. THE 

ONLY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FOLLOWING TWO LAKES AND THE 

PREVIOUS TWO IS “DISTANCE FROM YOUR HOME” AND “ENTRANCE FEE.”

6. Assume that you have to choose between visiting one of the two lakes described above. What are the 
chances in percentage terms that you would choose to visit Lake C rather than Lake D? 

  Lake C chance:  ______

  Lake D chance: +______
    100%

Lake C Lake D
Water clarity Objects distinguishable 3 to 10 feet 

under water
Objects distinguishable 8 to 10 feet 
under water

Algae blooms 1 to 3 per year Rarely more than 1 per year

Water color Bluish to greenish brown Blue

Water odor Mild to occasionally strong Usually fresh

Bacteria Possible short-term swim advisories Rare swim advisories (most years 
none)

Fish Good diversity Excellent diversity and abundant 
populations

Distance from your home  <<DC>> miles <<DD>> miles
Entrance fee $<<CC>> $<<CD>>
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Information about you and other members of your household will help us better 

understand how household characteristics affect an individual’s use of Iowa 

lakes and attitudes toward changes in them. It will also help us to determine how 

representative our sample is of the state of Iowa. All of your answers are strictly 

confi dential. The information will only be used to report comparisons among groups of 

people. We will never identify individuals or households with their responses. Please be 

as complete in your answers as possible. Thank you.

7. What is your age?
 Under 18 26 – 34 50 – 59 76 +   
 18 – 25 35 – 49 60 – 75 

8. What is your gender?

 Male            Female

9. What is the highest level of schooling that you have completed? (Please check only one)

Some high school or less Some college or trade/vocational school Advanced degree
High school graduate College graduate

10. How many adults (including yourself) live in your household? _______

11. How many children live in your household (18 or under)?________

12. What is your current employment status?

 Full time Part time Student Unemployed Retired     

13. If you are currently employed, how many hours per week do you typically work? _______

14. If you are currently employed, do you have the option of working additional hours to increase your total 
income?

 No Yes—if so, what would your hourly wage be?  $_______per hour

15. If you answered “no” to question 13, and you could have the option of working more or less hours, which 
would you prefer?

 Work more hours Work the same number of hours Work fewer hours 



Thank you for your participation in this survey. After completion, surveys should be returned to: 
Catherine Kling

568 Heady Hall, Mailstop <<Mailstop>>
 Iowa State University
Ames, IA 50011-1070

16. What is your total household income (before taxes) for 2009?

 Under $10,000 $25,000 – $29,999 $50,000 – $59,999 $125,000 – $149,999

 $10,000 – $14,999 $30,000 – $34,999 $60,000 – $74,999 Over $150,000

 $15,000 – $19,999 $35,000 – $39,999 $75,000 – $99,999

 $20,000 – $24,999 $40,000 – $49,999 $100,000 – $124,999     

17. Do you own a boat? Yes    No



After completion, surveys should be returned to: 
Catherine Kling

568 Heady Hall, Mailstop <<Mailstop>>
 Iowa State University
Ames, IA 50011-1070


